THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Research Seminar

Jointly with Strategic Research Theme on
Contemporary China Studies

Access to Housing in Urban China

Professor John R. Logan
Professor of Sociology and Director of the initiative on
Spatial Structures in the Social Sciences at Brown University

Visiting Research Professor of Strategic Research Theme on
Contemporary China Studies, The University of Hong Kong

Wednesday, 13 January 2010 (12:45 -14:00)
Room 829, Knowles Building, The University of Hong Kong
Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Abstract:

Like income inequality, housing inequality in urban China is strongly affected by state
policies that give preferential treatment to insiders. In this case, the key policies are
related to their residence status, which involves not only their migration history but
also their legal position. Using data from the Chinese census of 2000 for eight large
~ cities, this study shows how residence status affects access to various pathways to
housing. In addition to the well-known marginal housing situation of the recent
‘floating population’, it documents surprising advantages for migrants with urban
registration status and persistent disadvantages for rural migrants regardless of how
long they have lived in the city.
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! Prof. John R. Logan is Professor of Sociology and Director of the initiative on Spatial

Structures in the Social Sciences at Brown University. He is a member of the
editorial boards of Journal of Urban Affairs and City and Community. He is well
known as co-author of Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place (California
1987), and he has edited two books about urban China: The New Chinese City:
Globalization and Market Reform (Blackwell 2002) and Urban China in Transition
(Blackwell 2007). He was the founding director of the Urban China Research Network,
supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. He is at present Visiting Research
Professor of the Strategic Research Theme on Contemporary China Studies of the
University of Hong Kong.
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